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MEETINGS 
In this department every effort is made to publish timely 
announcements of future meetings, as well as reports of events 
and papers presented at past meetings. For this we rely on the 
organizers of meetings to send us announcements as early as pos- 
sible, and on colleagues in each country to send us reports of 
local activities in the history of mathematics. Unnecessary 
duplication may be avoided by checking with the editor or the 
nearest member of the International Commission listed on the 
back cover of Historia Mathematics before submitting reports 
to this department. 
THE BRITISH SOCIETY FOR THE HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS 
PEMBROKE COLLEGE, OXFORD 
SEPTEMBER 1981 
A. J. Crilly, Secretary 
Middlesex Polytechnic, Queensway 
Enfield, Middlesex EN3 &F, England 
The annual weekend conference of the Society was held at 
Pembroke College, Oxford, September 18-20, 1981. 
The chosen themes for the proceedings were the history of 
algebra and the history of modern computers. Thirty-five mem- 
bers and guests of the Society attended the meeting. 
During the section of the Conference dealing with the his- 
tory of algebra, Dr. R. WILSON (Open University) spoke on "The 
Kijnigsberg Trail." The account included topics in the develop- 
ment of graph theory from Euler's KEnigsberg bridge problem to 
the reappearance of graph-theoretic problems in the 19th-century 
works of Johann B. Listing (1806-1882) and Carl Hierholzer 
(1840-1871). 
Norman BIGGS (Royal Holloway College) spoke on "De Morgan 
and the Four Colour Conjecture." The period considered was the 
very early history of this problem during the 1850s and 1860s 
in Britain. In conjunction with this and, more generally, mid- 
century attitudes toward "axioms" as detected in the letters 
of De Morgan were discussed. 
Dr. E. K. LLOYD (University of Southampton) spoke on "Peter 
Nicholson (1765-1844), Architect and Mathematician." This 
Scottish mathematician wrote books on architecture, practical 
building, and mathematics. His books on mathematics included 
Essays on the Combinatorial Analysis (1818) and Rudiments of 
Algebra (1819). 
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Dr. A. J. CRILLY (Middlesex Polytechnic) spoke on "Cayley's 
Invariant Theory." The different methods adopted by Cayley in 
the calculation of invariants and covariants were traced during 
the period 1844-1895. 
Peter GRIFFITHS (Chartered Accountant) spoke on "The Recon- 
ciliation of Cotes' Formula with De Moivre's Formula." The 
lecture was illustrated with a table showing the results of 
raising the "square root of minus one" to various integer and 
fractional values. 
The section of the Conference dealing with the history of 
modern computing was opened with a lecture by Professor A. S. 
DOUGLAS (London School of Economics) on "The Early Development 
of EDSAC." This was a first-hand account of the pioneering days 
of computers in Britain, and the speaker recounted the "teaching 
problems" of EDSAC I at Cambridge University in the early 1950s. 
Dr. S. LAVINGTON (University of Manchester) spoke on “Early 
British Computers." He outlined the development of British 
stored-program computers from 1945 to 1955. Included in the 
talk was a comparative survey of the centers developing computer 
hardware and software during the period. 
Professor B. RANDELL (Newcastle University) spoke on "The 
Colossus Project." The talk outlined some of the work carried 
out at the Post Office Research Station and Bletchley Park be- 
tween 1942 and 1945. Part of the work was involved with the 
construction of electronic machines for use in the breaking of 
codes. (Unfortunately much information in this area is still 
classified as secret.) 
Dr. M. CAMPBELL-KELLY (University of Warwick) spoke on 
"The Early Development of Computer Programming in Britain." 
The development of some early computer languages was examined 
and the differing styles of programming which emerged from 
Cambridge, Manchester, and the National Physical Laboratory 
were compared. 
